Idiopathic uterine granulomas: report of a series with morphological similarities to idiopathic ovarian cortical granulomas.
Granulomas in the uterine corpus and cervix are rare, with most examples obviously a result of a previous operative or ablative procedure. In this report, we describe 8 cases where granulomas, not associated with a previous procedure, were identified as an incidental finding in the myometrium or cervical stroma. A review of the clinical records revealed no obvious cause for the granulomatous inflammation, and we propose the term "idiopathic uterine granulomas." In all cases, the granulomas, which in most cases were multiple, were well circumscribed and intimately related to thin-walled vascular channels that showed no evidence of vasculitis. This resulted in a characteristic histological appearance similar to that seen with so-called "idiopathic ovarian cortical granulomas." Although local and systemic causes of granulomatous inflammation should be excluded, granulomas in the myometrium and cervical stroma may occur without an obvious underlying cause.